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SUBJECT:  Congressional and Industry Reception, July 20, 2006

On July 20, 2006, the Smithsonian will be hosting a luncheon to mark the visit of Deputy
Minister Luis Manue! Rebelo Fernandes and the signing of the continuation agreements for
scientific collaboration with regard to the Large-Scale Biosphere. The luncheon, which will
be paid for from funds from the Smithsonian Trust, will include attendees from other U.S.
Government agencies, such as the Department of Interior and the Department of Agriculture,
the Smithsonian, and representatives from Brazil and the Organization of American Statcs
(OAS). A total of approximately 40 people are expected to attend. The total value of the
food and refreshments provided to each attendee is approximately $51. I find that this event
meets the requirements of a “widely attended gathering” as defined in 5 CFR § 2635.204(g).

I have determined that free attendance of NASA employees is in the best interests of the
Agency because it will further NASA programs and operations. [t would provide an informal
opportunity for NASA officials and staff involved in international scientific collaboration to
confer and discuss issues of mutual interest with counterparts at the Smithsonian and other
Federal organizations, as well as with representatives of interested segments of the
international community.

Accordmgly, NASA empiayees may accep!t an invitation for free attendance to the event.
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